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LOCAL

Salem

Breakfast series to focus on children and media

WANT T0O GO?

What: Farenk Breaklash Series

Taple: “The Impact of Madia on Childrén™

When: Thursday, Apdil 10

Tima: Reqistration cpens at 815 am_ presentatios at
B:4% am

Whaere: Children's Friend and Family Services, 110
Boston 5L

Cost: 55 donalicn bo sunpert [he Youth Menkoding
program 4t Chikdren's Friesd

Reqistration asd information: Call 78-744-T905
exl 280, of emall break! ast@childrensiriend et

By Aniasin MOGREGOR
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — The glut of material that
streams across the Internet and telovi
ghon can overwhelm parents, who strug-
gle to monitor and gauge its impact on
thaelr chilclren.

That concern has prompied a Salem
nonprofit agencey to kick off o Parent
Breakfust Serfes on Thursduy. The talk
is tithed “The Impact of Media on Chil-
dren. given by national sxpert Michael

'Hu Ipoks at the culture of disrespoct

ercated through medin, and values and
attitudes,” szid Elizabeth Holmes-
Coutrooes, director of community reli-
tioms for Children's Friend and Famlly
Serviees, which is a 170-vear-old charity
headguartered in Salem that provides
gervices to children and families
throughout the North Shore,

“What's the medis diet essentially that
vau feed/give to your children?™ she con-
tinned. “He's not saving the media is bad,
but you need tobe very critical in looking
ak it™

The Breakfast Series commiliee |8 com-
prised of lecal parents including Mayor

Kimt Driacoll Notional Grigd will sponsor
this Thursday’s inaugural breakfast,
which begins at 845 a.m, at Children's
Friend, Jocated at 110 Boston 51

“Niore and more, parents neally messd re-
sources and tools,” Holmes-Coutraces
sald, fally today with hectic sched-
e ] s Bl of stufT that's out there.”

Children’s Friend plans to expand the
Brenkfast Series to three or four per
year, choosing one annual theme — this
year's heing media and children.

“We have an ohligation .., to provide
the best intelligence available on chil-
dren and growing up, to families on the

MNorth Shore,” aaid Stephon Schaffer,
president and executive director of Chil-
dren's Friend.

Children's Friend serves more than
4,500 children and families a year
throughout Bssex County through men-
boring, counsaling services, programs for
parents, teen parent doy care, and more,
aceording to Holmes-Coutracos,

"Dur mkn forus 18 on the interrelation
of children, families and the community,”
she gald, “We believe treatment seTvices
have o much greater impact only when
integrated into 4 youngster's community
and family e



